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devout, but had no priest; and when I inquired the
reason, they broke out into most vehement abuse of
all priests, saying they would as soon see the Emperor
himself as a priest in their village.

There were, however, Cossacks high placed in
the Turkish Government, who cast about for a
remedy. In the first instance, their views extended
no further than to the Cossack colonies in Turkey ;
but circumstances soon gave to them an unexpected
development. The Porte entered into their views,
and communicated upon the subject with Vienna.,
which was at that moment very cordial towards
Turkey, and where ,the Porte knew, though the
Austrians did not, that this sect existed.

At the same time (1771) that the Kalnruks, the
followers of the Dalai Lama, fled to the Yellow Sea,
a body of Starovirtze had penetrated into Galicia,
where, under the name of Ruthenians, they remained
undisturbed and unnoticed till the year 1845, when
the discovery of them was made by the Archduke
Ferdinand in the centre of his government, with as
much surprise as if they had been Eed Indians.
Troops were sent to drive them out, but, bribing the
officers, they gained time to appeal to Vienna. One
of their priests, Milaradoff, found access to Prince
Metternich, and explained to him the real circum-
stances of the case. Just at this time the communi-